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Design Development will come to the next Council 
meeting for approval.  The Report will be circulated 
next week.

Two approvals will be required of Council: 

 • Design approval; and,

 • Financing strategy approval.
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Open, transparent
welcoming and bright: a basement no more
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How does this meet referendum requirements?
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Referendum Requirements
a. Increase and improve the student services and club space.
b. Create more meeting rooms for student groups.
c. Increase study, relaxation, and social space. 

Function Space Increase Notes

Student Services 144+ sq. m
1550+ sq. ft

Includes new Student Involvement Centre and 
Student Governance Centre.

Study and Social Space 458 sq. m
4930 sq. ft

The number one space priority as identified by our 
members, undergraduate students.

Event and Meeting Space 146 sq. m
1572 sq. ft

Does not include new, programmable space in new 
forecourt area (approx. 5000 sq. ft.).  Increases 
meeting rooms by two, from 8 to 10.

Student Group Office, 
Storage, and Workspace

46 sq. m
495 sq. ft

Same or similar number of offices; more size 
options, plus a ‘common office’.
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Referendum Requirements
d. Minimize the environmental footprint of SU operations.

Item Impact!

Energy Management

Triple-glazed atrium, glass fritting - improved comfort and environmental performance.
Natural ventilation option for summer.
Radiant heating and cooling in atrium area - more energy efficient than forced air.
Renewed mechanical: VFD and VAV (variable vs. constant flow) BIG energy savings!]
High albedo roof to reduce solar gain.
Daylight and occupancy sensors.

Construction
Maximize use of recycled, locally-sourced, or sustainably-produced materials; avoid 
VOC-emitting materials.
Diversion of construction waste; re-use where possible (e.g. Bookstore sliders)

Water Management New washroom to use low-flow fixtures.  

Waste Management
Better waste/recycling/composting receptacles; will also look at refits throughout SUB.
(Not directly renovation related) Investigating development of ‘minimum waste’ strategy 
for the food court.
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Where are we in the process?

January 2012
Student Council approved Concept document.

May 2012
Student Council approved proceeding with design and architectural work.

December 2012
U of A’s Facilities Development Committee (FDC) approved Schematic Design.

March 2013
Design Development report to go to Students’ Council and FDC.

April 2013
Project to be submitted to Board Finance and Property Committee

May 2013
Project to be submitted for final approval to the Board of Governors

June 2013 - July 2014
Construction

Monday, 19 August, 13



Challenges We Are Working On

Constructability

With PAW and U-Hall projects, significant challenges with 89th Avenue access 
and cost of alternatives (backslope v. shoring)
Noise, decant, and schedule strategies.
Funding and Budget

Difficult constructability causing some budgetary pressure; allocation of 
funding from University for particular aspects; ongoing maintenance; 
Government support.
Program

Still working on Bike Library solutions; some changes expected to partitions in 
Construction Documents phase
Design Details

Glazing; entrance identification
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Thank you for your time.

We welcome your thoughts and comments.
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