
University of Alberta Students’ Union 

POLICY 
COMMITTEE 

Tuesday, October 9, 2018 
5:00 PM 
SUB 6-06 

We would like to respectfully ​acknowledge that our University and our Students’ Union are located on Treaty 6 Territory. 
We are grateful to be on Cree, Dene, Saulteaux, Métis, Blackfoot, and Nakota Sioux territory; specifically the ancestral 

space of the Papaschase Cree. These Nations are our family, friends, faculty, staff, students, and peers. As members of the 
University of Alberta Students’ Union we honour the nation-to-nation treaty relationship. We aspire for our learning, 

research, teaching, and governance to acknowledge and work towards the decolonization of ​Indigenous knowledges and 
traditions. 

 
AGENDA (PC-2018-11) 

2018-11/1 INTRODUCTION 

2018-11/1a Call to Order 

2018-11/1b Approval of Agenda 

2018-11/1c Approval of Minutes 

2018-11/1d Chair’s Business 

2018-11/2 QUESTION/DISCUSSION PERIOD 

2018-11/3 COMMITTEE BUSINESS 

2018-11/3a Policy Committee Standing Orders Amendments 

2018-11/4 INFORMATION ITEMS 

2018-11/4a PC-2018-10 ​Minutes  
 
See PC-2018-11.01.  

2018-11/4b Policy Committee Standing Orders Amendments 
 
See ​PC-2018-11.02.  

2018-11/5 ADJOURNMENT 

2018-11/5a Next Meeting: ​Tuesday, October 23, 2018 @ 5:00PM in SUB 6-06.  

 



University of Alberta Students’ Union 

POLICY 
COMMITTEE 

Tuesday, September 25, 2018 
5:00 PM 
SUB 6-06 

We would like to respectfully ​acknowledge that our University and our Students’ Union are located on Treaty 6 Territory. 
We are grateful to be on Cree, Dene, Saulteaux, Métis, Blackfoot, and Nakota Sioux territory; specifically the ancestral 

space of the Papaschase Cree. These Nations are our family, friends, faculty, staff, students, and peers. As members of the 
University of Alberta Students’ Union we honour the nation-to-nation treaty relationship. We aspire for our learning, 

research, teaching, and governance to acknowledge and work towards the decolonization of ​Indigenous knowledges and 
traditions. 

 
ATTENDANCE 

 
NAME 

 
PROXY 

 
PRESENT 

SUBMISSION OF 
WRITTEN FEEDBACK 

(IF ABSENT) 

Robert Bilak  Y  

Kara Farris  Y  

Mpoe Mogale  N Y 

James Thibaudeau  Y  

Breanna Palmer  Y  

Stephen Raitz (chair)  Y  

Akanksha Bhatnagar(ex-officio)  N  

Adam Brown (ex-officio)  N  

André Bourgeois (ex-officio)   Y  

 
 
MINUTES (PC-2018-10) 

2018-10/1 INTRODUCTION 

2018-10/1a Call to Order 
RAITZ: Called the meeting to order at 5:05. 

2018-10/1b Approval of Agenda 
 
RAITZ/PALMER MOVED ​to transfer the ​I​nternationalization Policy Second 
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Principles item (​2018-10/2e​) into Committee Business as item​ 2018-10/3a.  
5/0/0 - CARRIED 
 
FARRIS/BOURGEOIS MOVED​ to approve the agenda as amended.  
5/0/0 - CARRIED 

2018-10/1c Approval of Minutes 
BOURGEOIS/BILAK MOVED ​to approve the minutes of ​PC-2018-09-M​.  
3/0/2 - CARRIED 

2018-10/1d Chair’s Business 
 
RAITZ: ​Identified that the Food, Student Employment, Quality of Instruction, 
Students in Governance and Experiential Learning Policies are due for October.  

2018-10/2 QUESTION/DISCUSSION PERIOD 

2018-10/2a EDI Updates 
 
BOURGEOIS: Established that the Policy received updates in Facts and new 
provisions in Resolutions. Noted that, as the Policy began with a focus on gender, 
there are a limited number of provisions concerning ethnicity. Determined to add 
more resolutions addressing this issue. Noted that there are 25 Resolutions at 
present, some of whose objectives have been already achieved. Determined to 
consult with an instructor, Dorothy Woodman, whose speciality is EDI. 
Determined to bring forward the Policy for consideration within the next two 
meetings.  
 
RAITZ: Suggested that the Policy address gender in connection with varsity sports 
and inter-sex change rooms.  
 
BOURGEOIS: Noted that the Policy references creating a gender inclusive 
changing area in Van Vliet. Incorporated Raitz’s comments on change rooms in 
Resolution 7. 
 
PALMER: Suggested marital status be added to the list of protected grounds of 
equitable treatment in Resolution 3. Expressed concern that Resolution 8 
references spaces in which students feel unsafe without identifying them 
specifically.  
 
BOURGEOIS: Incorporated Palmer’s comment on Resolution 3. Considered that 
Resolution 8 intends to refer to systemic oppression as the source of discomfort.  
 
RAITZ: Suggested removing the phrase “in spaces” to allow Resolution 3 to 
reference the community, society, or Campus in general. 
 
PALMER: Suggested that the Policy address the relationship between culture and 



gender.  
 
RAITZ: Advised that the scope of the Policy not extend into a cross-cultural 
comparison of gender.  
 
PALMER: Suggested that the Policy recognize parenting students.  
 
BOURGEOIS: Supported developing a Students Who Parent Policy. 
 
RAITZ: Determined to include this policy proposal in the chair’s transitional 
report if it remains to be completed in this term.  
 
BOURGEOIS: Noted that the University is undertaking consultation on this issue at 
present. Identified that this work will set the Committee up to develop a policy 
concerning students who parent in the next term.  

2018-10/2b TRC Updates 
 
BOURGEOIS: Established that he and Belcourt reviewed the Policy. Noted that, on 
her recommendation, new facts from the Truth and Reconciliation Commission 
were added. Determined to email ARRC’s list of stakeholders an invitation to meet 
and consider the Policy. Determined to present resolutions by the end October, 
consult in November, and consider the Policy at Council in early 2019.  
 
RAITZ: Advised that the Committee consider the results of the ARRC Town Hall in 
reference to the Policy. Encouraged members to volunteer at the Town Hall.  

2018-10/2c Standing Orders Update - Policy Review and Research Process - Draft  
See ​PC-2018-10.02.  
 
RAITZ: Established that these changes to Standing Orders address both the 
manner in which policy is reshaped in the renewal process and the new role of the 
Research Department. Determined to bring the issue forward as committee 
business in the next meeting.  
 
BOURGEOIS: Suggested, in connection with point (i), that a jurisdictional scan of 
similar policies and recent publications be completed to cross-compare research.  
 
RAITZ: Inquired into whether the Committee finds the level of structure contained 
in this draft satisfactory.  
 
FARRIS: Supported the level of structure provided in the Draft.  
 
BOURGEOIS: Supported providing members of the Committee with an orientation 
in policy development and review.  
 
RAITZ: Noted that policy training/orientation can be included as part of the 



Standing Orders or added to the GovCamp/GovWeek programme in future.  

2018-10/2d Discussion on Engagement Policy 
 
RAITZ: Established that work on the Policy so far included an update on 
community engagement. Noted that Farris should lead this renewal in accordance 
with her action plan. 
 
BOURGEOIS: Suggested consulting the Alumni Association and the Registrar's 
Office, both of whom focus on and specialize in student engagement.  

2018-10/3 COMMITTEE BUSINESS 

2018-10/2a Internationalization Policy Second Principles  
 
RAITZ: Established that Council rendered a friendly amendment and suggested 
the Policy include a Fact which recognises the economic contribution of 
international students. Expressed concern over a suggestion that the Committee 
limit its engagement with students.  
 
PALMER: Inquired into whether, after Agarwal recognised an instance of suicide, 
the Policy should reference the mental health of international students.  
 
RAITZ: Responded that Agarwal’s mental health concerns related to the scope of 
engagement. Emphasised the importance of consultation.  
 
PALMER: Inquired into whether the Policy should be subject to any further 
consultation. 
 
RAITZ: Responded that there has been considerable consultation over two years. 
Suggested consultation has been is sufficient.  
 
BILAK: Noted that the Committee is now constrained in the nature of 
amendments it can render as the Policy is in second reading.  
 
PALMER: Inquired into whether the Policy should reflect the question posted by 
the Gateway. 
 
RAITZ: Responded that the Gateway inquired into how the Policy supports 
consultation in residences. Noted he, in his response, emphasised the importance 
of flexibility in the form and manner of consultation.  
 
RAITZ/PALMER MOVED​ to amend the Internationalization Policy by adding Fact 
5.  
5/0/0 - CARRIED 
 
BOURGEOIS/BILAK MOVED​ to approve the ​Internationalization ​Policy for 



Second Reading.  
5/0/0 - CARRIED 

2018-10/4 INFORMATION ITEMS 

2018-10/4a PC-2018-09 ​Minutes  
 
See PC-2018-10.01.  

2018-10/4b Standing Orders Update - Policy Review and Research Process - Draft  
 
See ​PC-2018-10.02.  

2018-10/5 ADJOURNMENT 
RAITZ: Adjourned the meeting at 5:48pm. 

2018-10/5a Next Meeting: ​Tuesday, October 9, 2018 @ 5:00PM in SUB 6-06.  

 
 

MOTION VOTES 

RAITZ/PALMER MOVED ​to transfer the 
I​nternationalization Policy Second Principles item 
(​2018-10/2e​) into Committee Business as item 
2018-10/3a.  

5/0/0 - CARRIED 

FARRIS/BOURGEOIS MOVED​ to approve the 
agenda as amended.  

5/0/0 - CARRIED 

BOURGEOIS/BILAK MOVED ​to approve the 
minutes of ​PC-2018-09-M​.  

3/0/2 - CARRIED 

RAITZ/PALMER MOVED​ to amend the 
Internationalization Policy by adding Fact 5 

5/0/0 - CARRIED 

BOURGEOIS/BILAK MOVED​ to approve the 
Internationalization ​Policy for Second Reading.  

5/0/0 - CARRIED 

 
 



1 Mandate 

1. In accordance with Bylaw 100 of the University of Alberta Students’ Union, the Policy 
Committee: 

a. Shall make recommendations to Students’ Council on Students’ Union 
political policy respecting both business of entities not based and 
based at the University of Alberta; 

b. Shall receive reports from the Students’ Union Executive Committee 
on its advocacy activities and evaluate their effectiveness; and 

c. Can make editorial changes to all political policy under its purview. 

2 Meetings 

1. Quorum of the Policy Committee shall be five voting members. 
2. The Policy Committee shall hold a meeting, coordinated through the Speaker of 

Students’ Council, before the first meeting of its Students’ Council in order to: 
a. elect a chair from within its voting membership (as outlined in 

Appendix 1), 
b. set initial standing orders, and 
c. set a meeting schedule for its first trimester. 

3. The Policy Committee shall establish a meeting schedule on a trimester basis, in 
advance, with the trimesters being: 

a. May to August, 
b. September to December, and 
c. January to April. 

4. Additional meetings of the Policy Committee may be called by either the Chair or five 
voting members of the Committee, provided that: 

a. every member of the Committee has received at least seventy-two 
hours’ notice of the meeting, or 

b. every member of the Committee consents to the meeting taking place. 
5. Meetings of the Policy Committee may be cancelled by: 

a. a simple majority vote of the Committee to amend the meeting 
schedule, or 

b. the unanimous consent of all voting members to the cancellation. 
6. Meetings of the Policy Committee are open to the public, unless the Committee 

moves in camera. 

3 Membership 

1. Membership of this committee is nine. 
2. Should a vacancy on the Policy Committee occur, then the Committee shall 

recommend the nomination of additional member(s) to Students’ Council at its next 
meeting 

3. Any voting members of the Executive Committee who are not selected to be voting 
members of the Policy Committee shall be considered non-voting members of the 
Committee. 

4 Chair's Responsibilities and Duties 

1. The Chair of the Policy Committee shall not be a member of the Executive 
Committee. 
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2. The Chair of the Policy Committee shall: 
a. arrange for the booking of a meeting room, when necessary, for 

meetings of the Committee; 
b. arrange for the preparation and distribution of the Committee 

agenda; 
c. moderate debate at meetings of the Committee; 
d. respond to the questions of members of the Committee in a timely 

fashion; 
e. assign duties to members of the Committee, such duties pertaining to 

the fulfillment of the mandate of the Committee; 
f. maintain the Standing Orders of the Committee; and 
g. submit reports to Students’ Council, as required. 

3. Should the Chair of the Policy Committee be absent from a meeting of the 
Committee, the Committee shall then elect an interim chair from within its voting 
membership, excluding the Executives, as per SO (3(4)), for the duration of the 
meeting. 

4. The Chair of the Policy Committee may be removed from the post of chair by a 
simple majority vote of the Committee, whereupon a new chair shall be elected from 
within the voting membership of the Committee. 

5. The Chair shall work with the Speaker and Administrative Assistant to ensure the 
logistical needs of Policy Committee are met. 

5 Member Responsibilities and Duties 

1. Prior to the end of each trimester, the Policy Committee shall review its attendance 
records for all voting members of the Committee. 

2. The Policy Committee may recommend to Students’ Council, by a simple majority 
vote, the removal of any voting member who is not carrying out their duties in 
contributing to the fulfillment of the mandate of the Committee. 

3. Any member of the Executive Committee who is named as a member of the Policy 
Committee may be reported to Students’ Council, by a simple majority vote, if they 
do not fulfill the reporting requirements as outlined in SO (14(1)) of the standing 
orders of the Committee. 

4. Members are required to attend all meetings of the Policy Committee. 
5. Shall be considered present should a proxy be appointed and attends as per Bylaw 

100, Section 15-5. 

6 Proxies/Guests 

1. To appoint a proxy to the Policy Committee, the member thereof must provide a 
notice to that effect to the Chair of the Committee: 

a. Stating the name and e-mail address of the eligible member of 
Students’ Council who will serve as proxy, 

b. Indicating the duration of the appointment, and 
c. That is signed by the appointing member of the Committee or 

e-mailed to the Chair of the Committee no later than two hours prior 
to the Committee meeting. 

7 Legislative Process for Political Policies 

1. When Students’ Council refers a political policy to the Policy Committee: 



a. The Chair shall, by the time of the next Committee meeting, assign a 
member of the Committee to draft a political policy based on the 
principles passed in first reading by Students’ Council; 

b. The assigned member shall submit the draft political policy to the 
Committee in a timely fashion; and 

c. The Committee will not recommend to Students’ Council any political 
policy that is outside the scope of the principles approved in first 
reading by Students’ Council. 

2. When a Political Policy has expired according to Bylaw 100 Section 11.2.g. The Policy 
Committee may opt to follow one of the two procedures: 

a. The committee may complete a comprehensive review of the policy 
and, if it finds that it is sufficient for the Students’ Union’s needs as a 
continuing policy, it may make a motion to send it to the Council for 
renewal; or 

b. The committee may complete a comprehensive review of the policy 
and, if it finds that it is not sufficient for the Students’ Union’s needs as 
a continuing policy, it may follow the below procedure: 

i. The chair of policy will circulate the original copy of the policy 
to the Research Analysts within the Students’ Unions 
Research and Advocacy department for a comprehensive 
review of the facts presented, updated publications and 
research completed since the previous renewal, and a 
jurisdictional scan of similar policies. 

ii. Member(s) of the committee will work on reviewing the policy 
further, and may engage with stakeholders and complete 
additional research; and 

iii. Upon completion of the initial review, the policy will go 
forward to the Students’ Council for First Reading 

iv. Upon passing First Reading and undergoing a secondary 
review, the policy will go forward to the Students’ Council for 
Second Reading 

8 Administration 

1. The Administrative Assistant of the Students’ Council will: 
a. Book meeting rooms for meetings of the Committee. 
b. Book Minute Takers for each meeting of the Committee. 
c. Structure Agenda’s for each meeting based on the Orders of the Day 

submitted by members of the Committee and any referrals from 
Students’ Council. 

d. Notify the Committee of Meetings through the Agenda. 
e. Distribute the Agenda and Minutes to members of the Committee. 
f. Ensure paper copies of the Agenda are printed for the Chair to bring 

to each meeting upon request. 

9 Records 

1. The Chair of the Policy Committee will record attendance at each meeting of the 
Committee. 

2. The Chair of the Policy Committee shall assign the task of recording the minutes at 
each meeting to one of the members of the Committee or to the recording secretary. 



3. Members of the Policy Committee may amend their comments in the minutes when 
the minutes are being approved by the Committee. 

4. The Chair of the Policy Committee shall, after each meeting of the Committee, submit 
to Students’ Council a report including: 

a. any decisions made by the Committee acting under authority 
delegated to it by Students’ Council; 

b. any recommendations made by the Committee to Students’ Council; 
c. any standing orders adopted by the Committee; and 
d. a summary of all motions passed by the Committee at the meeting in 

question. 

10 Rules of Order 

1. The Chair of the Policy Committee will use their discretion in administering an 
informal style of Robert’s Rules of Order to conduct the business of the meeting. 

11 Orders of the Day 

1. Order of Business for the Policy Committee: 
a. Introduction 

i. Call to Order 
ii. Approval of Agenda 
iii. Approval of Minutes 
iv. Chair’s Business 

b. Question/Discussion Period 
c. Committee Business 
d. Information Items 
e. Adjournment 
f. Confirmation of Next Meeting 

2. Right of Submission by Committee Members 
a. Any voting member of the Policy Committee may submit Orders of the 

Day to be considered by the Committee. 
3. Deadline for Submission 

a. Orders of the Day must be submitted to the Chair of the Policy 
Committee and the Administrative Assistant to Students’ Council 2 
business days prior to the Committee meeting. 

4. Publishing 
a. The agenda package for the Policy Committee will be published in the 

following manner: 
i. an electronic copy will be e-mailed to the Committee 

members 2 business days before the meeting; and 
ii. paper copies will be provided at the Committee 

meeting upon request. 
5. Special Orders 

a. The Order of Business notwithstanding, the Chair of the Policy 
Committee may designate any Order of the Day a Special Order. 

12 Presentations 

1. Each member of the Executive Committee who is named a member of the Policy 
Committee shall provide: 



a. a basic introduction of their goals for the year by June 1, and 
b. a comprehensive presentation of all goals relevant to the mandate of 

the Committee by June 30. 

13 Executive Committee Reports 

1. Each member of the Executive Committee who is named a member of the Policy 
Committee shall provide a written report at each meeting of the Committee on their 
advocacy activities and those of the entire Executive Committee, and may provide an 
oral supplement to accompany this report. 

14 Standing Orders 

1. The Standing Orders of the Policy Committee may be amended by a simple majority 
vote of the Committee, with such changes being reported to Students’ Council. 

a. The Standing Orders of the Policy Committee do not expire, but shall 
be reintroduced at the Committee’s first meeting. 

15 Confidentiality 

1. All members shall ensure the security and confidentiality of sensitive information 
that comes into their possession by virtue of their membership on the Policy 
Committee. 

16​ Appendix 1: Procedure for Electing a Chair 

1. Start up meeting of Policy Committee 
a. The Chair of Students’ Council will serve as interim chair for the 

duration of the start up meeting of Policy Committee, and preside over 
the election of a Chair of Policy Committee as per this Appendix 

2. Nominations 
a. Any voting member of Policy Committee may nominate themselves for 

the role of Chair 
3. Speeches 

a. Each candidate may give a brief speech not to exceed two minutes. 
4. Questions 

a. The presiding officer will allow questions to be put to the candidates 
from the members of Policy Committee. 

5. Secret Ballot 
a. The vote will be by secret ballot 

6. Recess 
a. Policy Committee will recess while the presiding officer counts the vote. 

7. Announcement 
a. The presiding officer will announce the results of the election to Policy 

Committee. 
8. Vacancy of the Chair 

a. Should the position of chair become vacant, election of a new chair will 
take place at the next meeting of Policy Committee as a special order 
of business to be dispensed with immediately. 

b. Election of a new Chair shall be held in accordance with this appendix 
with the exception that a voting member of Policy Committee who is 



not running for election or re-election to the position of chair will 
preside over elections procedure until the election of a new chair. 

c. This member will be the outgoing Chair unless the outgoing Chair is 
running for re-election or is no longer a voting member of Policy 
Committee, in which case the presiding member will be determined by 
vote cast by all members of Policy Committee not running for election 
or re-election to the position of chair. 

d. In the case that all voting members of Policy Committee are running 
for election or re-election to the position of Chair, the speaker of 
Students’ Council will serve as presiding officer. 


